UNIT ONE

A. The Verbal System
The inflection of verbs is called conjugation, and one is said to conjugate a

verb. Finite verb forms have the qualities of person, number, tense, voice, and
mood.

1. PErsON: The Latin verb form, without the aid of pronouns, indicates whether
the subject is in the first (“I, we™), second (‘“’you”), or third (“he, she, it,
they’”) persons.

. NuMBER: The inflection of a verb shows whether the subject is singular or
plural.

. TENSE: The tense of a verb tells us wken the action occurs, has occurred, or
will occur. The simplest categories of tense (time) are present, past, and
Juture, but since there is the additional concern as to the completeness or
the continuation of the stated act, some refinements of the present, past, and
future divisions are required.

. VoICE: There are two grammatical voices in Latin: the active indicates that
the subject is the doer of the act; the passive shows the subject as the recipient
of the verbal action.

. Moop: There are three moods or tones of verbal action. By mood we refer
to the manner in which the speaker conceives of the action. The indicative
mood is the mood of fact and is used for making direct statements and asking
direct questions. The subjunctive is the mood used to express idea, intent,
desire, uncertainty, potentiality, or anticipation. The imperative mood expresses
the action as a command.

B. The Tenses of the Indicative
There are six tenses in the indicative mood.

1. PREsENT: The present tense indicates an action which is going on now or is
habitual.

optat he desires, he is desiring, he (always) desires, he does desire
20
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NOTE: The Latin form makes no distinction between the simple present tense
and the present progressive.

2. IMPERFECT: (imperfectum = ‘not completed’): The Imperfect describes an
action which was going on or was habitual in the past. The imperfect is in
Some respects a motion picture of past action,

optabat he desired (continually, habitually), he was desiring, he used to
desire, he kept on desiring

3. FUTURE: The future refers to an action which will occur at some later time,
optabit he will desire, he will be desiring

NOTE: Again, the Latin form makes no distinction between the simple future
and the future progressive,

4. PERFECT (perfectum — ‘completed’): The perfect tense describes one of two
types of action:

a. one which took place at some point in the past.

optavit he desired

NOTE: This aspect of the perfect is most nearly equivalent to the English
past tense. It is a snapshot of past action.

- one which is completed from the point of view of the present.

optavit he has desired

NOTE: This aspect is most nearly equivalent to the English present perfect.

*. PLUPERFECT [PAsT PERFECT] (pliis quam perfectum = ‘more than completed’):

This tense describes an action which was already completed at some time in
the past.

optaverat he had desired

FUTURE PERFECT: The future perfect indicates an action which will be com-
pleted before some point of time in the future.

optaverit he will have desired (i.e., by next week)

= six Latin tenses in the indicative, then, €xpress not only matters of 7/

we those of aspect. The following chart will illustrate the uses of the tenses in
pllisse terms.
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TENSES D. The

Present Past Future With &
— T four
optat optavit optabit 4
Simple he desires he desired he will desire arc dug
(Present) (Perfect) (Future)
§ . optat optabat optabit
& Continuous he is desiring he was desiring | he will be desiring
= (Progressive) (Present) (Imperfect) (Future)
optavit optaverat optaverit
Completed he has desired | he had desired | he will have desired
(Perfect) (Pluperfect) (Future Perfect)

The tenses in the second vertical column, that is, all those which refer to past
time, are called secondary tenses. Those in the first and third columns, which
refer to present and future time, are called primary tenses.

PRIMARY TENSES OF INDICATIVE SECONDARY TENSES OF INDICATIVE E. T
Present Imperfect

Future Perfect (when equivalent to English

Future Perfect past tense) -
Perfect (when equivalent to Pluperfect Thel

English present perfect)

Both lists above will prove very valuable to you as you progress with your study
of Latin. Refer to them frequently.

C. The Infinitive

The verb forms discussed above are finite forms. The Latin word finis means
‘boundary’ or ‘limit’, and so finite forms are those which are bounded or limited
by person, number, tense, voice, and mood. The infinitive is not limited as to
person, number, and mood, but it does show tense and voice.

ACTIVE PASSIVE
Present optare optari

to desire to be desired -
Perfect optavisse optatus esse

to have desired to have been desired 3
Future optatirus esse optatum iri ]

to be going to desire to be going to be desired (this form is rare
in classical Latin)

The infinitive is in fact an abstract verbal noun. Optare can thus be translated
not only as ‘to desire’ but as ‘desiring’ and so expresses a verbal activity.
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D. The Four Conjugations

With the exception of the verb “to be”, every verb in Latin belongs to one of
four classes or conjugations: the first, second, third, or fourth. These conjugations
are distinguished from one another by the form of the present infinitive.

Verbs of the first conjugation have a present infinitive in -dre,
optire to desire

Verbs of the second conjugation have a present infinitive in -gre,
implére to fill

Verbs of the third conjugation have a present infinitive in -ere,
incipere to begin

Verbs of the fourth conjugation have a present infinitive in -jre,

sentire to feel, perceive

E. The Principal Parts

Most verbs in Latin have four principal parts. For example, the vocabulary
entry for the verb optd, ‘to desire’, appears thus:

opto, -are, -avi, -atus

The forms, written in full, are
Optd, optare, optavi, optatus

and are explained as follows.
opté first person singular, present active indicative I desire
optare  present active infinitive to desire
optavi  first person singular, perfect active indicative I desired, 1

| have desired
optatus perfect passive participle having been
desired, de-
sired
It is essential that the four principal parts for each verb be learned as part of

the vocabulary, for without these parts it will not be possible to conjugate the
verb fully. This fact will become obvious shortly.

F. The Present Active Indicative System of the First Two Conjugations
sts of a stem, a tense sign, and an ending.
» imperfect, and future tenses is called the present
Stem and is derived from the second principal part of the verb, i.e., from

the present infinitive: the -re ending is dropped. This is true for all
conjugations.
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STEM
opto, -dre opta/re
impled, -gre implé/re
Incipid, -ere incipe/re

sentio, -ire senti/re &
3. The present tense has no tense sign. However, the tense sign of the imperfect S
for all conjugations is -ba-, and that of the future for the first and second .
conjugations is -bi-. These tense signs are added to the stem, 8
m
opto, optare: i
Opta- (present), optaba- (imperfect), optabi- (future) m
impled, implére:
implé- (present), impleba- (imperfect), impl&bi- (future) 4
=
4. Finally, the personal endings are added, indicating the person (first, second,
or third) and number (singular or plural) of the verb. The endings for the
active voice are as follows:
FIRST CONJUGATION -
SINGULAR L
Present Imperfect Future
I -dor-m opts optabam* optabo
2 -s optas optabas optabis
3 -t optat* optabat optabit 3
‘ PLURAL
1 -mus optimus  optabamus optabimus
2 -tis optatis optabatis optabitis
3 -nt optant*  optiabant optabunt
1
* Note that a long vowel is shortened before final -m, -t, or -nt,
G.
SECOND CONJUGATION: As
SINGULAR )
g
Present Imperfect Future vest
1 -0 or-m impled implébam implébs am
2 -s implgs implébas implébis
3 -t implet implébat implebit
PLURAL
1 -mus implémus implébamus implébimus
2 -tis implétis implébatis implébitis

3 -nt implent implébant implébunt
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The only irregularities which are obvious above are really not problematic. In
the first person singular of the first conjugation, the -a- of the stem is absorbed
into the -6 personal ending. This is true of all verbs of the first conjugation,
but there is no trouble with this since the first person singular form is learned
as a vocabulary item. Note that the -6 and -m endings for the first person
e imperfect singular are not interchangeable. The paradigms will illustrate which ending
i 20d is to be used for each tense. (The future of the first and second conjugations
and the present indicative of all conjugations use the -6 endings in the first
person singular. All other tenses in the present system use the -m ending.)

In the future of the first two conjugations, the -i- of the tense sign is absorbed
into the -6 personal ending and changes to -u- in the third person plural.

Therefore, in order to interpret a Latin verb form in the present system, one
reads backwards:

optabant -nt = ‘they’
-ba- = imperfect tense
opta- = ‘desire’
THEREFORE: ‘they used to desire’ (third person plural imperfect active
indicative)
clamabis -s = ‘you’ (sing.)
-bi- = future tense
clama- —’shout’

THEREFORE: ‘you will shout’ (second person singular future active indicative)
A p

terrémus -mus = ‘we’
— — = present tense (no tense sign)
terré- = ‘frighten’

THEREFORE: ‘we frighten’ (first person plural present active indicative)

G. The Irregular Verb sum, ‘be’

As in all Indo-European languages, the verb “to be” is somewhat irregular and
must be learned thoroughly. The present, imperfect, and future tenses of this
verb are given below. Despite the irregularities, note that the personal endings
are those which one would normally expect.

sum, esse, fui, futiirus, ‘be’

PRESENT IMPERFECT FUTURE
SING. PL. SING. PL. SING. PL.
sum sumus eram eramus eré erimus
es estis eras eratis eris eritis
est  sunt erat erant erit erunt
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H. The Noun System
The inflection of nouns, pronouns, and adjectives is called declension, and such
words are said to be declined.

Every Latin noun belongs to one of three grammatical genders: masculine,
feminine, or neuter. The gender of each noun must be learned as a vocabulary
item, for it is important in the matter of noun and adjective agreement.

The inflection, or declension, of nouns shows the qualities of number and case.
The case endings indicate the grammatical and syntactical relationship of the
given noun to the other words in the sentence. Whereas English relies largely
on word order to illustrate such relationships, Latin relies on its inflections. In
addition, where the English uses a prepositional phrase, the Latin frequently
needs only the one inflected word. See examples under GENITIVE and DATIVE
below.

There is no definite or indefinite article in Latin. The articles “the, a, an” are
frequently supplied in an English translation.

There are five cases which will be of concern to us at the present. These are:
Nominative, Genitive, Dative, Accusative, Ablative. The basic uses of each case
are described below.

1. NoMiNATIVE: This is the case of the subject and the predicate nominative.

Fémina optat. The woman desires.
Fémina est régina. The woman is a queen.

2. GENITIVE: In general, the genitive case is used for a noun which is dependent
upon another noun and is often introduced by the preposition “of” in English
(except where ““of”” means ‘concerning’).

patria féminae the native land of the woman, the woman’s native land
timor aquae fear of water
urna peciiniae  a jar of money

3. DATIVE: This case generally expresses the person (or thing), with the excep-
tion of the subject and object, with reference to whom (or what) the action
or idea of the main verb is relevant. It is usually rendered in English by the
prepositions “to” or “for”, and one of its uses includes the indirect object.

Taedam féminae dat. He gives the torch to the woman. (Feminae is
the referent of the action; that is, the action
of the verb occurs with reference to her.)

Taedam féminae optat. He chooses a torch for the woman.

= |
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4. AccusaTivg: Essentially, the accusative case is used as the direct object of a
verb or as the object of certain Prepositions,

Féminam videt, He sees the woman,
Fémina in aquam ambulibit. The woman will walk into zhe water.

Y €Xpresses notions connected with the English
prepositions “from, with, in”, and “by”. Sometimes prepositions are required
to express these notions; other times the case ending alone serves this
purpose. Distinctions will be pointed out in later Units.

Cum fémina ambulat, He walks with the woman.
Fémina est in aqua. The woman is in he water.,
Nauta féminam taeda terret. The sailor frightens the woman with g

L. The First Declension

ding of the

» this is -ae, for the second, -1, for the

third, -is, for the fourth, -iis, and for the fifth, -ef. At present we shall be con-
cerned only with the first of these groups, the first declension,

Noun entries in the vocabulary lists are given in three parts:
fémina, -ae, F.

The first of these parts is the nominative singular form; the second indicates
the en

I
ding of the genitive singular; the third reveals the gender of the noun (M,
for masculine, F. for feminine, . for neuter). Most nouns of the first declension
are feminine, but there are a few which are masculine,

To this stem the endings of the particular declension are added. The endinas
for the first declension are:




UNIT ONE

SINGULAR
Nominative fémina (the, a) woman (subject)
Genitive féminae of (the, a) woman, (the, a) woman’s
Dative féminae to/for (the, a) woman
Accusative féminam (the, a) woman (object)
Ablative a fémina from/with/in/by (the, a) woman

PLURAL
Nominative feminae (the) women (subject)
Genitive a féminarum of (the) women, (the) women’s
Dative i féminis to/for (the) women
Accusative - féminas (the) women (object)
Ablative i féminis from/with/in/by (the) women

UNIT ONE — VOCABULARY

ambuld (1)* walk
aqua, -ae, F. water
clamé (1) shout
corona, -ae, F. crown, wreath
corond (1) crown
cum (prep. + abl.) with
ciira, -ae, F. care, concern, anxiety
dé (prep. + abl.) concerning, about; (down) from
do, dare, dedi, datus give, grant
doné (1) give, present, reward
€, ex (prep. + abl.) out of, from'
enim (postpositive conj.) indeed, of course; for
et (conj.) and
et...et both. . .and
(adv.) even
fama, -ae, F. talk, report, rumor, fame, reputation
fémina, -ae, F. woman
forma, -ae, F. form, shape, figure, beauty
habeo, -ére, habui, habitus have, hold, possess, consider
impled, -ére, implevi, implétus fill, fill up
in (prep. + acc.) into, onto (motion toward) -« (" =77
(prep. + abl.) in, on (place where) grirgt
insula, -ae, F. island
nauta, -ae, M. sailor




-ne (enclitic)

non (adv.)
opto (1)
patria, -ae, F.

peciinia, -ae, F.

poena, -ae, F.
poenis dare
poéta, -ae, M.
porta, -ae, F.
-que (enclitic)
régina, -ae, F.
sed (conj.)

sum, esse, ful, futiirus

taeda, -ae, F.

terred, -ére, terrui, territus
timeo, -€re, timui, ——

turba, -ae, F.
via, -ae, F.
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(added to the first word of an interrogative
sentence or clause; it indicates a question)?
not

desire, wish (for); choose

native land, country

money

penalty, punishment

to pay a penalty

poet

gate

and3

queen

but

be, exist

torch

frighten, alarm, terrify

fear, be afraid (of)

crowd, uproar

way, road, path, street

video, -ere, vidi, visus see

* The entry (1) after a verb indicates that the verb belongs to the first conjugation and
has the regular principal parts in -are, -avi, -atus.
1 & before a word beginning with a consonant; ex before a vowel or h and sometimes
before a consonant.
2e.g., Timetne? Is he afraid?
Féminasne vidés? Do you see the women ?
3 e.g., poéta réginaque = poéta et régina

UNIT ONE — NOTES ON VOCABULARY

Many verbs in Latin derive from nouns. For example, corond, coronire, coro-
navi, corénatus, ‘crown’, comes from corona, coronae, F., ‘crown’. Such verbs
are called denominatives.

The preposition cum, ‘with’, always takes the ablative case: cum ciird, ‘with
care’, cum fémina, ‘with a woman’.

Note that dé has both the meaning ‘concerning’ and ‘down from’. It always
takes the ablative case.

Although most first conjugation verbs follow the pattern -are, -avi, -atus, the
verb do, dare, ‘give’, does not. The -a- in the infinitive is short and the other
principal parts are dedi, datus. When an infinitive is used with this verb, it is
best to use the meaning ‘grant, allow’ for d6. For example:
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R&gina féminag vidére cordnam dat. The queen grants (allows) the women
to see (her) crown.

sent, reward’, may govern an accy-
ive. In other words, with dond, one

Aquam nautis donabimus,

We shall give water to the sailors,
Nautas aqua donabimus,

We shall present the sailors with water,

Enim, ‘indeed, of course’, is a Postpositive conjunction, This means that it
cannot be the first word of a clause, Usually, a word that Is postpositive js placed

rally introduces a statement which

et means ‘both’. For example:

Et féminae et nautae in viid ambulant, Both the women and the sailors

are walking in the street.
As an adverb, et meang ‘even’:

Et régina poends dabat. Even the queen was paying the Denalty,
One cannot know for sure

exactly what the principal parts of g verb in the
second conjugation will be:

habes, habere, habui, habitus have
; imples, implére, implgévi, implétus il

video, vidére, vidi, visus see

‘in’ or ‘on’: in turba, ‘in the crowd’,
A vowel before -ns- is long; thus

, insula, insulae, F., ‘island’,
Literally, the idiom poenis d

An enclitic is ata
English we translate -

pogtae nautaeque
Féminas vidébua:

The verb “to be” is
that est may be transi:
was’; erit, ‘there will b
voice, it does not haw
given as the fourth pri
been provided. Translz
cannot take an object.
the same case precedin

Nauta est poiz.

Timed, timére, timui
to confuse the meaning
remember that terred
afraid.

Caesar’s famous exp:
a very handy way of re:
‘come’, Unit Two: vid
Fourteen).

Note that the -i- in :
Latin the short vows! i-

I

Translate:

. Féminae in viz amb
. Féminaene in viz z=
. Féminae in viz nan .
. Estne régina in insul
. Régina in insula nar
. Pecliniam habatis? »
. Pectiniam habés? N3
. Et pectiniam et fama
Peciiniam habébamu
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An enclitic is attached to the end of a word and is pronounced with it. In
English we translate -que, ‘and’, before the word to which it is attached:

po€tae nautaeque the poets and sailors
Féminas vidébunt réginamque cordnabunt. They will see the women and
crown the queen.

The verb “to be” is irregular in most languages; Latin is no exception. Note
that est may be translated ‘there is’ as well as ‘he, she, it is’. Thus, erat, ‘there
was’; erit, ‘there will be’. Since the verb “to be” cannot logically have a passive
voice, it does not have a perfect passive participle (which, for most verbs, is
given as the fourth principal part). In its place, the future active participle has
been provided. Translate futiirus as ‘going to be’. Of course the verb “to be”
cannot take an object. When this verb is used as a “linking” verb, one finds
the same case preceding and following it.

Nauta est po€ta. The sailor is a poet.

Timed, timére, timui, ——, ‘fear’, lacks a fourth principal part. In order not
to confuse the meanings of terred, terrére, terrui, territus, ‘frighten’, and times,
remember that terred means ‘terrify’ and that a timid person is one who is
afraid.

Caesar’s famous expression, Veéni, vidi, vici, ‘I came, I saw, I conquered’, is
a very handy way of remembering the third principal parts of these verbs (venid,
‘come’, Unit Two; vided, vidére, vidi, visus, ‘see’; and vincd, ‘conquer’, Unit
Fourteen).

Note that the -I- in the perfect tenses of vided is long (vidi). Very often in
Latin the short vowel in the present stem lengthens in the perfect.

UNIT ONE — DRILL

I.
Translate:

1. Féminae in vid ambulant.
. Féminaene in vid ambulabunt?
Féminae in via nén ambulabant.
Estne régina in insula ?
Régina in insuld non erat sed erit.
. Pectiniam habétis ? Non habémus.
. Pecliniam habés? Non habes.
. Et peciiniam et famam habgbis.
. Peciiniam hab&bamus sed famam habébatis.

NIRRT RO )
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10. Pectiniam n6n habébd sed fimam habébimus.
11. Turbamne terrébas? Non terrébam.
12. Aquam nautis dabitis ?

1I.

A. Decline porta, turba, and régina fully.

B. Change each of the following from the singular to the plural (in some
instances there may be.two possible answers):

1. réginam 3. fémina 5. nauta
2. famae 4. cordona

II0.
Translate into Latin:

. with the queens . Iam

. to the poet . we shall shout

. of women . they used to be afraid
. on the gates . you (pl.) are desiring
. crown (object) . to give

UNIT ONE — PRELIMINARY EXERCISES
(SECTIONS A, B, C, D, E, F, G)

. What are the stems of impled, implére; corond, cordnire; do, dare; vided,
vidére ?

. Conjugate dond in the imperfect active indicative.

. Conjugate timed in the future active indicative.

. Conjugate habed in the present active indicative.

. Give the second person singular of cldmé in the present, imperfect, and
future tenses, active indicative.

II.
A. Identify each of the following forms:

. vidétis . €s

. vidébas . erat

. vidébis . erit

. clamatis . est

. ambulabatis . habére
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B. Change from singular to plural:
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. ambulat 6. implés
. corono 7. optas
. habés 8. sum

. erit 9. videt
. est 10. erd

UNIT ONE — EXERCISES

Nauta in patria poends réginae timet.

. Poéta peciiniam faimamque non optat.
. Pecliniam pog&tarum hab&mus.
. Poétisne régina peciiniam dabit ?

Réginam insulae cum turba nautdrum vidére optdbamus.

. Féminae enim po&tas cordnis coronabunt.
. Féminas in viis vidébatis, sed dé forma non clamabatis. Poenas dabitis. -
. Poétae réginam patriae € turba féminarum optant.
. Est ctira d&€ poena poétae.

. Taedas in via vidére timeébo.

. Taedamne in insula vidétis ?

. Turbamne féminarum in insula vidés (vidébas)?

. Cum pog&ta & portis in viam ambul6 (ambuldbam).
. Pogtae et poenam et famam timent.

. Vias turba implébunt.

. Nautae féminas taedis terrébant.

. a) Et peciiniam et corénas pogtis donabis.

b) Et peciinid et coronis pogtas dondbis.

. Erisne (eruntne, erantne, suntne) in insuld cum régina ?

. Féminae est forma, fama nautae; féminis est forma, fama nautis.
. Poena nautdrum erat ciira réginae.

. Réginaene cordnam vidére optabas?

. Réginae d€ patria ciram habent.

. Nauta enim poenas dare ndn optat.

. Ex aqua ambulamus.

. Patria pog€tae est insula.

. Insulam esse patriam habgbat.

. Vidére taedas patriae est nautis ciira.
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1I.

- The poets will crown a queen from the women of the island.

- Shall we be with the poet on the island ?

- The sailors kept on shouting about the punishment of the women,
- We fear the reputation of the poet.

- You [pl.] kept on giving money to the crowds of sailors.

- We desire to see women in (our) native land.

. The sailor was a poet, but he kept on fearing both money and fame,

ITl. Reading

Pogta fabulam! narrat? ds régina et nauta. Régina cum turba incolirums3 €
patria exit4 et adS Africam6 appropinquat. Ibi8 novam? patriam aedificabat 10
sed non timébat. Subitd'' nauta cum turba et incolarum® et feminarum &
patria Troia* ad” réginae patriam appropinquat.” In Africa® dia " manent *
Régina nautam amat1s et nauta réginam. Fima enim réginae noén erat cira,
Postrémo 16 nauta réginam relinquit!7 et régina vitam.18

1 fabula, -ae, F., ‘story’ 2 ndrrd (1), ‘tell’ 3 incola, -ae, M., ‘inhabitant’ 4 exit,
‘goes out’ (3rd person sing.) Sad (prep. + acc.), ‘to, toward’ 6 Africa, -ae, E;
‘Africa’ 7 appropinqud 1) (+ ad + acc.), ‘approach’ 8ibi (adv.), ‘there’ 9 nova
(adj.) ‘new’ 10 aedificé (1), ‘build’ 11 subitd (adv.), ‘suddenly’ 12 Trdia, -ae, F.,
‘Troy’ Bdiii (adv.), ‘for a long time’ 14 maned, -ére, miénsi, mansus, ‘remain’
15 am3 (1), ‘love’ 16 postrémé (adv.), ‘finally’ 17 relinquit ,‘abandons’ (3rd person
sing.) 18 vita, -ae, F., ‘life’




