
Part 1: What was the 
condition of Post War Jewry 

and the World response? 
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» Hundreds of Jews were killed after returning to 
their homes in Eastern Europe. 

» Kielce Pogrom- Based on a blood libel, led to 
the exodus of 2/3rds of the repatriated Jews.  



» We must intensify our efforts to get these people out of 
camps and into decent houses until they can be repatriated 
or evacuated. These houses should be requisitioned from the 
German civilian population. That is one way to implement 
the Potsdam policy that the German people "cannot escape 
responsibility for what they have brought upon themselves." 

» I quote this paragraph with particular reference to the Jews 
among the displaced persons: 

» "As matters now stand, we appear to be treating the Jews as 
the Nazis treated them except that we do not exterminate 
them. They are in concentration camps in large numbers 
under our military guard instead of S.S. troops. One is led to 
wonder whether the German people, seeing this, are not 
supposing that we are following or at least condoning Nazi 
policy." 



» With respect to possible places of resettlement for those who may 
be stateless or who do not wish to return to their homes, Palestine 
is definitely and pre-eminently the first choice. Many now have 
relatives there, while others, having experienced intolerance and 
persecution in their homelands for years, feel that only in 
Palestine will they be welcomed and find peace and quiet and be 
given an opportunity to live and work. In the case of the Polish 
and the Baltic Jews, the desire to go to Palestine is based in a great 
majority of the cases on a love for the country and devotion to the 
Zionist ideal. It is also true however, that there are many who wish 
to go to Palestine because they realize that their opportunity to be 
admitted into the United States or into other countries in the 
Western hemisphere is limited, if not impossible... 



» Conditions 

(1) Generally speaking, three months after V-E Day and even longer after the 
liberation of individual groups, many Jewish displaced persons and other 
possibly non-repatriables are living under guard behind barbed-wire fences, in 
camps of several descriptions (built by the Germans for slave-laborers and 
Jews), including some of the most notorious of the concentration camps… 

(2) While there has been marked improvement in the health of survivors of the 
Nazi starvation and persecution program, there are many pathetic malnutrition 
cases both among the hospitalized and in the general population of the camps. 
The death rate has been high since liberation, as was to be expected. One Army 
Chaplain, a Rabbi, personally attended, since liberation 23,000 burials (90 per 
cent Jews) at Bergen Belsen alone… 

(3) Although some Camp Commandants have managed, in spite of the many 
obvious difficulties, to find clothing of one kind or another for their charges, 
many of the Jewish displaced persons, late in July, had no clothing other than 
their concentration camp garb-a rather hideous striped pajama effect-while 
others, to their chagrin, were obliged to wear German S.S. uniforms. It is 
questionable which clothing they hate the more. 



» In the light of the situation which has now developed, I wish to 
state my views as succinctly as possible: 

» 1. …I believe and urge that substantial immigration into 
Palestine cannot await a solution to the Palestine problem and 
that it should begin at once. 

» 3. Furthermore, should a workable solution for Palestine be 
devised, I would be willing to recommend to the Congress a 
plan for economic assistance for the development of that 
country… 

» In the light of the terrible ordeal which the Jewish people of 
Europe endured during the recent war and the crisis now 
existing, I cannot believe that a program of immediate action 
along the lines suggested above could not be worked out with 
the cooperation of all people concerned. The Administration 
will continue to do everything it can to this end. 
 



» …The plight of the victims of Nazi persecution, among whom were a large number of 
Jews, is unprecedented in the history of the world. His Majesty's Government are 
taking every step open to them to try and improve the lot of these unfortunate 
people. 

» There have recently been demands made upon us for large-scale immigration into 
Palestine. Palestine, while it may be able to make a contribution, does not by itself 
provide sufficient opportunity for grappling with the whole problem… 

» The problem of Palestine is itself a very difficult one. The mandate for Palestine 
required the mandatory to facilitate Jewish immigration and to encourage close 
settlement by Jews on the land, while insuring that the rights and position of other 
sections of the population are not prejudiced thereby. His Majesty's Government 
have thus a dual obligation, to the Jews on the one side and to the Arabs on the 
other. 

» The repercussions of the conflict have spread far beyond the small land in which it 
has arisen. The Zionist cause has strong supporters in the United States, in Great 
Britain, in the Dominions and elsewhere… 

» On the other side of the picture the cause of the Palestinian Arabs has been 
espoused by the whole Arab world and more lately has become a matter of keen 
interest to their 90,000,000 co-religionists in India… 
 


