
Think ‘N’ Write #15

“I contend that we are the 

finest race in the world 

and that the more of the 

world we inhabit the 

better…”

Cecil Rhodes

What does the quote 

tell us about how some 

Europeans viewed most 

non-Europeans?
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WHY DID THE EUROPEANS EMBARK ON A

POLICY OF IMPERIALISM IN THE 1800S?

B.  European Nationalism

1.

The Sun Never Set on                                                        

the British Empire,

"Dominion over palm                                                                                    

and pine“ 



WHY DID THE EUROPEANS

EMBARK ON A POLICY OF

IMPERIALISM IN THE 1800S?

C. Missionary Activity

1.

2.

The era of Imperialism witnessed the 

greatest period of missionary activity by 

Christian Churches. By 1900, European 

missionaries nearly equaled the number 

of soldiers in Africa. At this time, there 

were 60,000 in Africa and Asia: 40,000 

Roman Catholic missionaries and 20,000 

Protestants.



WHY DID THE EUROPEANS

EMBARK ON A POLICY OF

IMPERIALISM IN THE 1800S?

Take up the White Man's 
burden--

Send forth the best ye breed--
Go bind your sons to exile

To serve your captives' need;...
Your new-caught, sullen 

peoples,
Half-devil and half-child.

Rudyard Kipling, The White 
Man's Burden, 1899

 Social Darwinism

• 1. 

2. 

D. European Racism 
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Imperialism- the domination by one country of the political, 

economic, or cultural life of another country or reason

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OJe1W_HIWmA&feature=related


EXAMPLES OF OTHER MOTIVES WILL BE

DISCUSSED LATER ON.




