
How did the US and 
Western Europe Change 

and develop after WWII?  
Chapter 29 sect 3 



A. Economic issues 

1. Economy very strong in the 50’s and 60’s 
2. 70’s inflation, recession 

◦ OPEC 
◦ A spike in oil prices  
◦ Persian Gulf War 

3. Loss of heavy industry to Japan and other 
nations. 

◦ Japan focused on heavy industry – Economic 
Miracle- huge growth in the Japanese economy 
following WWII. 

◦ Globalization 

4. Advanced tech and banking industry gained 
many jobs. 

◦ internet 

5. Huge deficits and govt debt.  
6. Growing separation of wealth in the US. 
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B. Social 

1. GI Bill of Rights 

2. Baby Boom generation 

3. Brown v. Board of Ed 1954 

4. Martin Luther King Jr. 

5. Civil Rights Act of 1964 

6. Counterculture 

7. Development of the welfare state. 

 



Western European Changes 

A. Economic/Social Changes 
1. Europe formed a single political and economic 

unit. 

2. European Union (EU)- 

i. Attempt to unify  

Europe through its currency. 

3. INTERPOL- International 

Police agency.  
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