
Aim: Why Did Feudalism 

develop in Europe? 



1. Feudalism is the legal and 

social system that existed 

in medieval Europe, in 

which vassals held land 

from lords in exchange 

for military service. 

2. Based on the trade of 

land and service in return 

for loyalty. 

 

I. Feudalism        

A. Social Pyramid 



1. King distributed land 
(fiefs) to trusted friends 
and family making them 
Lords.  

2. In return the Lords, or 
vassals,  would lead 
troops in the kings army.  

3. Knights were given land 
by the lords in return 
for manning the armies. 

4. Serfs were forced to 
work the land in return 
for protection from 
barbarians and enemy 
lords. 



B. The Feudal Manor 

 



B. The Feudal 

Manor 

 The Manor was a self sufficient and 

protected home of the lord. 



 


