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Focus Ouestion: How do poverty, disease, and environmental challenges
affect people around the world today?

As you read this section in your textbook, complete the chart below to compare aspects of
globalization.
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What does the word rnhrbif

mean in the underlined sen-
tence? The words hetp and aid
are antonyms ol inhibit.lJse
what you know about these

antonyms to help you under-

stand the meaning of the word
inhibit.

Gompare Compare the two
theories about global warming
mentioned in the Summary.

Name Class Date

Poverty, disasters, and disease are still challenges today. The gap

between rich and poor nations is growing. Half the world's popula-
tion eams less than $2 a day. Poverty is a complex issue with many
causes. Many poor nations owe billions in debt and have little money
to spend to improve living conditions. Political upheavals. civil war'
corruption and poor planning inhibit efforts to reduce poverty' Rapid
population growth and urbanizatron also contribute to poverty.

Natural disasters cause death and destruction around the world.
One example is the tsunami in the Indian Ocean in 2004. Other nat-
ural disasters include earthquakes, floods, avalanches, droughts,
fires, hurricanes, and volcanic eruptions. Natural disasters can cause

unsanitary conditions that lead to disease. Global travel makes it
possible for diseases to spread quickly. When a disease spreads
rapidly, it is called an epidemic. HIV/AIDS is an epidemic that has

kiiled millions. Natural disasters can also cause famine. Wars and
problems with food distribution also contribute to famine' Poverty,
disasters, and wars have forced many people to become refugees.

International agreements, such as the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and the Helsinki Accords, have tried to guarantee
basic human rights around the world. However, human rights
abuses continue. Women in both the developed and developing
world often lack equal rights. Worldwide, children suffer terribie
abuses. In some nations, they are forced to serve as soldiers or
slaves. Indigenous people around the world also face discrimination
and exploitation.

Industriali zation and the world population explosion have
caused damage to the environment. Strip mining, chemical pesti-
cides and fertilizers, and oil spills are all environmental threats.
Gases from power plants and factories produce acid rain. Pollution
from nuclear power plants is another threat. Desertification and
deforestation are major problems in certain parts of the world.
Deforestation can lead to erosion and is a special threat to the rain
forests. One hotly debated issue is global warming. Many scientists
believe that Earth's temperature has risen because of gases released

during the burning of fossii fuels. Others argue that global warming
is due to natural fluctuations in Earth's climate.

Review Questions
1. What are some causes of poverty?

2. What environmentai problem is a special threat to the rain
forests?
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Section Summary

What is an epidemic?


