~——— Think and Write #3 What is A.D. Gordon's

attitude towards working the land?
“A living people always possesses a great

majority to whom labor is its second nature.
Not so among us. We despise labor . .. There is
only one path that can lead to our renaissance
- the path of manual labor, of mobilizing all
our national energies, of absolute and
sacrificial devotion to our ideal and our task. .
. Our people can be rejuvenated only if each
one of us recreates himself through labor and
a life close to nature.”

- A.D. Gordon, “Some Observation”
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“Now it is true that every people has many
individuals who shun physical labor and try to live
off the work of others . . . We Jews have developed
an attitude of looking down on physical labor. ..
but labor is the only force which binds man to the
soil . . . it is the basic energy for the creation of
national culture... We are a people without a
country, without a national living language,
without a national culture. We seem to think that

if we have no labor it does not matter...”
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“I have decided that in order to have our own
land and political life it is also necessary that
we have a language to hold us together.
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“To prepare the Hebrew language for use as a

spoken language in all facets of life - in the

home, school, public life, business, industry,

fine arts, and in the sciences . . . To preserve

the Oriental qualities of the language ... and to

add the flexibility necessary to enable it fully

to express contemporary human thought”

Ben-Yehuda ,committee statement of purpose
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Herrn Johannes Wennagel, Sarona bei Jaffa.
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