
Allied soldier
in the Pacific

1st Marine Division
patch from Guadalcanal

€V$TF€#56 H$Sg*ffiY l')) nuoto

A Soldier Remembers
A defeated General Douglas MacArthur left the

Philippines in 1942.As he departed, he pledged his

determination to free the islands with the words " l shall

return." In October 1944, that pledge became a reality

when MacArthur landed on the Philippine island of

Leyte. As one soldier recalled,

55 When I heard that he had returned, I finally had the

feeling that I might have a chance of living through

the war. . . . [0]nce they landed in Leyte, I knew it

was only a question of hanging on for a few more

months and I would be able to live throuqh it.!t

-Edwin 
Ramsey

Focus Question How did the Allies finally defeat the

Axis oowers?

Objectives
. Describe the reasons for the final defeat of the

Nazis.

. Summarize how the Allies began to push back

the Japanese in the Pacific.

. Explain the American strategy for ending the war

against Japan and the consequences of that
strategy.

Terms, People, and Places

V-E Day kamikaze

Bataan Death March Manhattan Project

DouglasMacArthur Hiroshima

island-hopping Nagasaki
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Reading Skill: Recognize Sequence Use a

timeline like the one below to sequence the

events that led to the defeat of the Axis powers.

Oct.
't944

Feb.

r 945

June
"t945

Oct.
1945

Victory in Europe and the Pacific
,, By early spring 1945,the war in Europe was nearing its end, and

i, the Allies turned their attention to winning the war in the Pacific.

:, There remained a series of bloody battles ahead, as well as an ago-

li nizing decision for American President Harry Truman.

.:

: Nazis Defeated
By March 1945, the Allies had crossed the Rhine into western Ger-

many. From the east, Soviet troops closed in on Berlin. In late
April, American and Russian soldiers met and shook hands at the
Elbe River. AII over Europe, Axis armies began to surrender.

In Italy, guerrillas captured and executed Mussolini. As Soviet

troops fought their way into Berlin, Hitler committed suicide in
his underground bunker. On May 7, Germany surrendered. Offi-

cially, the war in Europe ended the next day, May 8, 1945, which
was proclaimed V-E Day (Victory in Europe). After just 12 years.

Hitler's "thousand-year Reich" was bomb-ravaged and in ruins.
The Allies were able to defeat the Axis powers in Europe for a

number of reasons. Because of the location of Germany and its
allies, they had to fight on several fronts simultaneously. Hitler,
who took almost complete control over military decisions, made

some poor ones. He underestimated the ability of the Soviet Union
to fight his armies.

The enormous productive capacity of the United States was

another factor. By L944, the United States was producing twice as

much as all of the Axis powers combined. Meanwhile, Allied bomb-

ing hindered German production. Oil became so scarce because of
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beginning of an "',..,1:-:=;!-11:-:r':';'i;-:'1'' campaign' The goal of the campaign

wastorecapturesomeJapanese-heldislandswhilebypassingothers.
Thecaptur"clisla,.d.servedassteppingstonestothenextobiective.Irr
this way, American forces' led by General i-'i11.'ig:'''11=; rli::'""1':'l'::L:-L'1" gradu-

allymovednorthtowardsJapan'Bylg44,theUnitedStatesNavy'com-
manded by Admiral Chester Nimitz, was blockading Japan' and

American bombers pounded Japanese cities and industries. In october

1944'MacArthurbeganthefighttoretakethePhilippines.TheBritish,
meanwhile,werepushingJapaneseforcesbackintothejunglesofBurma
and Malaya.

/ eheekp*Ent What strategy did General MacArthur use to fight the

Japanese in the Pacific?

Defeat for JaPan
With war won in Europe, the Allies poured their resources into defeating

Japan. By mid-1945, most of the Japanese navy and air force had been

a".troy"i. Yet the Japanese still had an army of two million men' The

road to victory, it appeared, would be long and costly'

lnvaSiOn or the BOmb? In bloody battles on the islands of Iwo Jima

fromFebruarytoMarchlg45andokinawafromApriltoJulylg45,the
Japanesehadshownthattheywouldfighttothedeathratherthansur-
r"nd"r. Beginning tn 1944, some young Japanese men chose to become

ii:ri:.l.i.'tiLrn?+ (kah muh NAtt zee) pilots who undertook suicide missions'

crashing their explosive-laden airplanes into American warships'

while Ailied military leaders planned. for invasion, scientists offered

anotherwaytoendthewar.Scientistsund.erstoodthatbysplittingthe
atom, they could create an explosion far more powerful than anv

*,.. yet known. Ailied scientists, some of them German and

VocabularY Builder
ob.jective-(ub .loN tiv) n. something

worked toward; a goal

s

Italian refugees, conducted research, code-named the

,'i!-;i,, 1:,r,-;.'L:,:;r. i.-r"r:-ir'::1-. racing to harness the atom' In July

!945,they successfully tested the first atomic bomb at

Alamogordo, New Mexico.

News of this test was brought to the new American

president, Harry Truman' Truman had taken office

afterFranklinRooseveltdiedunexpectedlyonApril12
He realized that the atomic bomb was a terrible new force

for clestruction. Still, after consulting with his advisors' and

Nuclear Blast I
The world's first nuclear explosion instantly vaporized the I
tower from which it was launched. Seconds later an

.no*"rt blast sent searing heat across the desert and

knocked observers to the ground. Shown here is an atomtc

bomb's characteristic mushroom cloud' Why might the

scienfisfs who created the bomb have counseled

leaders notto use it?*.3



I

ts6 t uoll)as 6z raldeq)

'll leM plloM ul uodeaM a^lsllap-e seM

quoq lluole aql:luoulalels slsaq] bulMol

-1b1 .ql ro; ar'1uo ue alear) 'suolleztuebto

asoql lo auo 6uls1-1 'pai+a pue esne) pue

'qettbolouotqr 'elueuodtut lo lapro 'lsel]

-uol pue ateduor ale solloq) aulos 'uollez

-ruebto ue osooql lsnu no{'srtdo} tno[ uo

qlleosal paleqteb a^eq pue slsoql e a^e!

no{ atug oull}ng ue oIeW :a1tl1y1>;:tnI

aquoq llLuole

aqt dorp oi uolsllap s,ueulnll AlleH

]uoplsald o] polnqlrluol a^eq lqolu

)rlned aq] ut lem aql butpua septsaq

slollel leqM sa)uaJalul Melc '?

clealap llaq] ol ainqllluol

adotn3 ut slemod slxv oq] +o uollelol

aq] plp MoH alue^alau aululalac '€

6ur>1urq1 le)llll) pue uolsuaqalduol

istanod slxv aq] 1ea;ap {11eut; satl1y .

aq] plp MoH :uollsano snlol aql laMsue ',

o] ueqlMoll Palalduro: tnol as1 ,.

aruanba5 aztubo:ag :11r>15 6utpeag '7 '
S@J"'i:ii ,

'arueltitubts s1t 6ututeldxa a)ualuos I

e a]tlm'uol]las aql 1o 6uruur6aq aql ',

1e palstl a:e1d to 'uostad 'ulal q)ea l0l 'l
saleld Pue'a1doa6'sulal

I

*i

fto1srg lnoqY 6ut1tl,Y1

w6z-eeu:apo) qaM

artlretd fuelnqelon qlrr''t zrnblps :lol

au ! po 6ulrolluont ssal6old

'alaqMasl0 pallnq

ole oqm aldoad srouoq ]eql ]uaunuoul

e st udelouar V'eLulqsollH ul )led lelloLrlal4
a)ead ul qdeloua3 lellouloN aql ]e

quoq lluole aql lo sulpl^ aq] 0l sllaosol
' 

i,ieO (anoqe) ueuoM V'azllellaieu ol

srea{ a)et plnom quoq aql }o tra}+o lln} aq}

tnq '(Uil do11 surnt 6urtaplotus ol eulqsollH
' jo ratuar aq] polnpar quoq llulole aqr

sulnu ul eulqsollH

iuedeJ qltnn

lem aql pua ol osn salllv aql plp sarbalerls leqM &utod{}aq} /
deg od4otr ur paJoqcu€ 'ttnosstly drqsallleq uec

-rJaurv aql pJ€oq uo pau.Srs se'n'r' d1ea4 acead purro; aql'976I '6 "requraldag

uo JApuaJJns o1 luauure'ro8 ar{l pocJOJ pue to'radrua asauedep e 'ro5

Jo pJeaqun uorlce ue 'paueualur olrqoJrH loredurg'g1 1sn5ny uo 'dgeqg

.uorsoldxa puocas qqr ul pa[q'oro,^a aldoad 000'07 u€ql arotr\l ":>1e'+=Feiq

3o .{ye oq} uo "*,1 
,'q1 'quroq crurol€ puocas e paddorp so}€ls po}Iu0

aq1 ,,{ep }xau aqJ 'puodsa.r lou p1p sJap€al aseuedep 'ure8y'€rJnrlJuetr\I

p 
" 

p n.n .,,s pue ue de p uo I€'^a t :::J?:jr.T,:fi ,l:ffi:,""T; lil:ly" ;,:*"
-ra15e dlpeep € 'ssou{crs uor}erpeJ lrorJ arp plno'^N a'tour dueur '.parrtolloJ

l€q? sqluoul aql uI 'aldoad 000'01 u€ql aroru pallH d11uelsul puB salru

a.rentls JnoJ pouollsg quoq oq;'=.'11:eEFi'!ilE€ Jo dlrc aq1 Ja^o qruoq cruro?e

ue paddorp 
".rn 

1o .rJ"rr"-y.rn '9761 '9 lsn8ny uo uollelsenoo Jalln

'uorlc€ >1oo1 solels pollu1 aq1 'Sururean' aq1 parouFt

asauedep oql uaqA ((.uol}e?S€Aop Jal}n,' puB ((uollcn"r1sep alaldruoc,' acBJ

Jo JapuaJJn, o1 .,tAnp o1 Eurure'u' €-panssr daq; '{uerurap 'ureps1o4 3o

dye aq1 ur srap€al pali1 rar{1o q}L^ Surlaau s€'^a u€urnJJ'aurll oq? lV
'uedeP lsure8e uodee'lt

,^aou oql osn oT poprcap aq'sa't'r1 uearJaurv ales plno'^a 1I leql Furunuralap


