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Allied forces won decisive victories in the
Coral Sea and at Midway Island. The
Japanese pilots below may have taken part
in these battles, which were fought from
planes launched from aircraft carriers. How
do you think aircraft carriers changed

| naval warfare?

Air War in the Pacific
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decided that they were a security risk. The British took similar action
against German refugees. Some 40 years later, both the United States
and Canada provided former internees with reparations, or payment for
damages, but for many the compensation came too late.

Women Help Win the War As men joined the military, millions of
women around the world replaced them in essential war industry jobs.
Women, symbolized by the character “Rosie the Riveter” in the United
States, built ships and planes and produced munitions.

British and American women served in the armed forces in many aux-
iliary roles—driving ambulances, delivering airplanes, and decoding
messages. In occupied Europe, women fought in the resistance. Marie
Fourcade, a French woman, helped downed Allied pilots escape to safety.
Soviet women served in combat roles. Soviet pilot Lily Litvak, for exam-
ple, shot down 12 German planes before she herself was killed.

v/ Checkpoint How did the Allies mobilize all of their resources for the
war effort?

The Allies Forge Ahead

The years 1942-1943 marked the turning point of the war. The Allies
won victories on four fronts—the Pacific, North Africa and Italy, the
Soviet Union, and France—to push back the Axis tide.

Japanese Navy Battered In the Pacific, the Japanese suffered their
first serious setback at the Battle of the Coral Sea. The battle lasted for
five days in May 1942. For the first time in naval history, the enemy ships
never even saw each other. Attacks were carried out by planes launched
from aireraft carriers, or ships that transport aircraft and accommodate
the take-off and landing of airplanes. The Japanese were prevented from
seizing several important islands. More importantly, the Americans sank
one Japanese aircraft carrier and several cruisers and destroyers.

This Allied victory was followed by an even more impressive win at the
Battle of Midway in June 1942, which was also fought entirely from the
air. The Americans destroyed four Japanese carriers and more than 250
planes. The battle was a devastating blow to the Japanese. After Midway,
Japan was unable to launch any more offensive operations.

The Big Three Plot Their Strategy After the United States entered
the war, the Allied leaders met periodically to hammer out their strategy.
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The Pain of Defeat

German prisoners are marched through the
snowy streets of Stalingrad after their defeat
by the Soviet army.

942 World War Il and Its Aftermath

Allies Advance Through Italy
With North Africa under their control,
the Allies were able to cross the Medi-
terranean into Italy. In July 1943, a
combined British and American army
landed first in Sicily and then in
southern Italy. They defeated the
Ttalian forces there in about a month.

After the defeats, the Italians over-
threw Mussolini and signed an armi-
stice, but fighting did not end. Hitler
sent German troops to rescue Musso-
lini and stiffen the will of Italians
fighting in the north. For the next 18 months, the Allies pushed slowly up
the Italian peninsula, suffering heavy losses against strong German resis-
tance. Still, the Italian invasion was a decisive event for the Allies because
it weakened Hitler by forcing him to fight on another front.

Germans Defeated at Stalingrad A major turning point occurred in
the Soviet Union. After their lightning advance in 1941, the Germans
were stalled outside Moscow and Leningrad. In 1942, Hitler launched a
new offensive. This time, he aimed for the rich oil fields of the south. His
troops, however, got only as far as Stalingrad.

The Battle of Stalingrad was one of the costliest of the war. Hitler was
determined to capture Stalin’s namesake city, and Stalin was equally
determined to defend it. The battle began when the Germans surrounded
the city. As winter closed in, a bitter street-by-street, house-by-house
struggle raged. A German officer wrote that soldiers fought for two
weeks for a single building. Corpses “are strewn in the cellars, on the
landings and the staircases,” he said. In November, the Soviets encircled
their attackers. Trapped, without food or ammunition and with no hope
of rescue, the German commander finally surrendered in January 1943.

After the Battle of Stalingrad, the Red Army took the offensive and
drove the invaders out of the Soviet Union entirely. Hitler’s forces suf-
fered irreplaceable losses of both troops and equipment. By early 1944,
Soviet troops were advancing into Eastern Europe.

v Checkpoint How did the Allies push back the Axis powers on four
fronts?

The Allies Push Toward Germany

By 1944, the Western Allies were at last ready to open a second front in
Europe by invading France. Allied leaders under Eisenhower faced the
enormous task of planning the operation and assembling troops and sup-
plies. To prepare the way for the invasion, Allied bombers flew constant
missions over Germany. They targeted factories and destroyed aircraft
that might be used against the invasion force. They also bombed rail-
roads and bridges in France.

The D-Day Assault The Allies chose June 6, 1944—known as D-Day—
for the invasion of France. Just before midnight on June 5, Allied planes
dropped paratroopers behind enemy lines. Then, at dawn, thousands o
ships ferried 156,000 Allied troops across the English Channel. The troops
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Churchill
Winston Churchill (1874-1965) was a
staunch antisocialist and defender of
the British Empire. As a member of
Parliament, he loudly warned the British
of the threat posed by Nazi Germany.
After Neville Chamberlain's government
failed to defend Norway from Hitler,
Churchill replaced him as prime minister
on May 10, 1940. Within seven weeks,
France had surrendered, and Nazi forces
threatened Britain. Churchill's courage
and defiance steeled British resolve in
the darkest days of the war when Britain
stood alone against the Nazis. How did
Churchill inspire the British people?

Roosevelt
In 1933, Franklin Delano Roosevelt
(1882-1945) started his first term as
president, promising to bring the
United States out of the Great Depres-
sion. During his second term, FDR lent,
and then gave, millions of dollars in war
supplies to the struggling British.
Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor quickly
brought the United States into the war.
From the start of American involve-
ment, Roosevelt took the lead in estab-
lishing alliances among all countries
fighting the Axis powers—including the
Soviet Union. How did Roosevelt
influence World War Il before Pearl

Stalin
Joseph Stalin (1879-1953) was born |
Joseph Dzhugashvili (joo gush VYEE
lyee). He changed his name to Stalin,
meaning “man of steel," after he joined
the Bolshevik underground in the early
1900s. Stalin emerged as the sole ruler
of the Soviet Union in the 1920s, and he
maintained an iron grasp on the nation
until his death in 1953. When Hitler's
army invaded the Soviet Union and
threatened Moscow in 1941, Stalin
refused to leave the capital city. He
eventually forced the Germans into re-
treat. Why would Churchill and
Roosevelt have distrusted Stalin?

Harbor?

fought their way to shore amid underwater mines and raking machine-gun
fire. As one soldier who landed in the first wave of D-Day assault recalled,

661t all seemed unreal, a sort of dreaming while awake, men were screaming and
dying all around me. . . | honestly could have walked the full length of the
beach without touching the ground, they were that thickly strewn about.??
—Melvin B. Farrell, War Memories

$S HISTORY VIDED

Watch Triumph at Normandy on the Witness
History Discovery School™ video program to
experience the planning and execution of the
D-Day invasion.

Still, the Allied troops clawed their way inland through the tangled

hedges of Normandy. In early August, a massive armored division under

: American General George S. Patton helped the joint British and Ameri-
! can forces break through German defenses and advance toward Paris.
‘ Meanwhile, other Allied forces sailed from Italy to land in southern
N France. In Paris, French resistance forces rose up against the occupying
| Germans. Under pressure from all sides, the Germans retreated. On
| August 25, the Allies entered Paris. Within a month, all of France was free.

Allies Continue to Advance By this time, Germany was reeling
under incessant, round-the-clock bombing. For two years, Allied bombers
had hammered military bases, factories, railroads, oil depots, and cities.

Vocabulary Builder
incessant—(in SES unt) adj.
uninterrupted, ceaseless

944 World War Il and Its Aftermath
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History Interactive, ents That Chan

D-DAY o

In the earliest hours of June 6, 1944, the Allies launched a

|

—sp American §;
-« British 3{
Canadian ‘

- Dovery, oo
Shoreham .o\ —

surprise invasion of Normandy in France—the largest 3 L
amphibious, or land and water, invasion in history. More i

than 156,000 Allied troops crossed the English Channel. ,‘,f\\
Thousands of these troops landed on the beaches, fighting = . .
and clawing their way up the steep cliffs under heavy ‘W%%%
German fire. Paratroopers dropped from the sky. By the end \ﬂpi i
of the day, about 2,500 men had given their lives. But by MillerRidiection -

0 100 mi
e |

August, the Allies had made their way to Paris and freed it
from German control.

——
0 100 km

A Allied troops landed at five Normandy beaches,

Overcoming Hitler's Defenses at Normandy code-named Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno, and Sword.

11,590 Allied aircraft fly L e e T |

14,674 sorties (missions) -

to protect the invading troops. il S

—
Nearly 7,000 Allied ships _ = 7 10,000 Allied vehicles land.
head for Normandy. /1 ol
-

- More than 132,000 troops
. land on the beaches.

5 Underwater obstacles
- German naval mines to impale landing craft

Allied troops faced daunting obstacles on

D-Day. Naval mines threatened ships trying to

land. Steel obstacles on the beaches could rip
1 the bottoms out of landing craft at high tide.
[ The Germans waited atop the steep cliffs.
a
|
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