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SECTION

P Janina Sulkowska
in the early 1930s

Objectives
e Describe how the Axis powers came to control
much of Europe, but failed to conquer Britain.

e Summarize Germany's invasion of the Soviet
Union.

e Understand the horror of the genocide the Nazis
committed.

e Describe the role of the United States before and
after joining World War I1.

Terms, People, and Places

blitzkrieg General Erwin Rommel
Luftwaffe concentration camps
Dunkirk Holocaust

Vichy Lend-Lease Act
Note Taking

Reading Skill: Recognize Sequence Sequence
events as you read in a flowchart.

Beptember 1939: Germany invades Poland. |

v v v
| ]

930 World War Il and Its Aftermath

» German fighter plane

" i) AuDIO

Janina's War Story

66t was 10:30 in the morning and | was helping my
mother and a servant girl with bags and baskets as
they set out for the market. . .. Suddenly the high-
pitch scream of diving planes caused everyone to
freeze. . .. Countless explosions shook our house
followed by the rat-tat-tat of strafing machine
guns. We could only stare at each other in horror.
Later reports would confirm that several German
Stukas had screamed out of a blue sky and . ...
dropped several bombs along the main street—
and then returned to strafe the market. The carnage
was terrible.??
—Janina Sulkowska, Krzemieniec, Poland,
September 12, 1939

Focus Question Which regions were attacked and
occupied by the Axis powers, and what was life like
under their occupation?

The Axis Advances

Diplomacy and compromise had not satisfied the Axis powers’
hunger for empire. Western democracies had hoped that appease-
ment would help establish a peaceful world order. But Nazi Ger-
many, Fascist Italy, and imperial Japan plunged ahead with their
plans for conquest.

The Axis Attacks

On September 1, 1939, Nazi forces stormed into Poland, revealing
the enormous power of Hitler’s blitzkrieg, or “lightning war.”
The blitzkrieg utilized improved tank and airpower technology to
strike a devastating blow against the enemy. First, the
Luftwaffe, or German air force, bombed airfields, factories,
towns, and cities, and screaming dive bombers fired on troops and
civilians. Then, fast-moving tanks and troop transports pushed
their way into the defending Polish army, encircling whole divi-
sions of troops and forcing them to surrender.

While Germany attacked from the west, Stalin’s forces invaded
from the east, grabbing lands promised to them under the Nazi-
Soviet Pact. Within a month, Poland ceased to exist. Because of
Poland’s location and the speed of the attacks, Britain and France
could do nothing to help beyond declaring war on Germany.

Hitler passed the winter without much further action. Stalin’s
armies, however, forced the Baltic states of Estonia, Latvia, and
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INFOGRAPHIC ' . = S ' <« Fearing poisonous gas

- e e _ , . & attacks, the British govern-
SURVIVI T 1 : : » ment issued gas masks to
. . 11NN 5 . its citizens. However, gas
' : was never used against
From 1940 to 1941, Germany tried to pummel Britain into : . British civilians.
submission during a months-long bombing campaign known
as “the blitz.” From September through May, German pilots
targeted London with night after night of bombing, but other
cities such as Liverpool, Glasgow, and Belfast became
targets, too. These nighttime raids sent ordinary civilians
scrambling for safety—in crowded public shelters, in Small gestures of kindness
homemade shelters, or even in the London Underground. hglped Londoners deal
1 - - with the effects of
During the blitz, German bombers killed more than 40,000 bombing raids. ¥
British civilians and damaged millions of homes. aubio I{)

| A Nearly three million people were evacuated
from Britain’s cities to the safer countryside.

London did not break under the blitz. Defiantly, Parliament continued

‘ to meet. Citizens carried on their daily lives, seeking protection in shel-

! ters and then emerging to resume their routines when the all-clear

1 sounded. Even the British king and queen chose to support Londoners by
joining them in bomb shelters rather than fleeing to the countryside.

Hitler Fails to Take Britain German planes continued to bomb London
and other cities off and on until May 1941. But contrary to Hitler’s hopes,
the Luftwaffe could not gain air superiority over Britain, and British
morale was not destroyed. In fact, the bombing only made the British more
determined to turn back the enemy. Operation Sea Lion was a failure.

Africa and the Balkans Axis armies also pushed into North Africa

and the Balkans. In September 1940, Mussolini ordered forces from

Italy’s North African colony of Libya into Egypt. When the British army

repulsed these invaders, Hltler sent one of his most brilliant commanders,

Erwin 1el, to North Africa. The “Desert Fox,” as he was

cal]ed chalked up a strlng of successes in 1941 and 1942. He pushed the
British back across the desert toward Cairo, Egypt.

In October 1940, Italian forces invaded Greece. They encountered stiff
resistance, and in 1941 German troops once again provided reinforce-
ments. Both Greece and Yugoslavia were added to the growing Axis

} empire. Even after the Axis triumph, however, Greek and Yugoslav

932 World War Il and Its Aftermath
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e Whén Hitler's forces invaded the Soviet Union in 1941, Hilter began implementing what he called
_ the “Final Solution”—the organized murder of all European Jews under his control. At first, Nazi it
troops began rounding up Jews, executing them and burying them in mass graves. Other Jews were
sent to forced labor camps, where many were worked to death. But the Nazis were not satisfied with
the pace of these ruthless murders. Beginning in 1942,
- - they began to force Jews from Nazi-occupied Europe
into specially designed death camps. By 1945, the
. Nazis had mercilessly killed some six million
Jews—nearly two thirds of all European Jews.

P ‘Jéywivsh Popu’rlé\ti’on in Europe

-

10 28

Terrified Jewish
families surrender
| to Nazi soldiers.

Population (in millions)

1933 1950
Year
SOURCE: United States Holocaust Memorial

Museum Online

His army was still suffering from the purges that had wiped out many of
its top officers.

The Soviets lost two and a half million soldiers trying to fend off the
invaders. As they were forced back, Soviet troops destroyed factories and
farm equipment and burned crops to keep them out of enemy hands. But
they could not stop the German war machine. By autumn, the Nazis had
smashed deep into the Soviet Union and were poised to take Moscow and
Leningrad (present-day St. Petersburg).

There, however, the German advance stalled. Like Napoleon’s Grand
Army in 1812, Hitler’s forces were not prepared for the fury of “General
Winter.” By early December, temperatures plunged to —40°F (—4°C). Thou-
sands of German soldiers froze to death.

Germany'’s Siege of Leningrad The Soviets, meanwhile, suffered
appalling hardships. In September 1941, the two-and-a-half-year siege of
Leningrad began. Food was rationed to two pieces of bread a day. Desper-
ate Leningraders ate almost anything. For example, they boiled wallpa-
per scraped off walls because its paste was said to contain potato flour.

Although more than a million Leningraders died during the siege, the
city did not fall to the Germans. Hoping to gain some relief for his
exhausted people, Stalin urged Britain to open a second front in Western
Europe. Although Churchill could not offer much real help, the two pow-
ers did agree to work together.

/ Checkpoint What caused Hitler's invasion of the Soviet Union to
stall?

934 World War Il and Its Aftermath
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The Japanese in China

Since 1937, the Japanese had been trying to
expand into Asia by taking over China.
Although the Japanese occupied much of
Eastern China, the Chinese refused to
surrender. The occupying Japanese treated
the Chinese brutally. Below, Japanese
soldiers load Chinese civilians onto trucks to
take them to an execution ground during
the sacking of Nanjing in 1937.

The Nazis Commit Genocide At the same time, Hitler pursued a
vicious program to kill all people he judged “racially inferior,” particu-
larly Europe’s Jews. The Nazis also targeted other groups who did not
meet the Aryan racial ideal, including Slavs, Romas (Gypsies),
homosexuals, and the disabled. Political and religious leaders who spoke
out against Nazism also suffered abuse. Starting in 1939, the Nazis
forced Jews in Poland and other countries to live in ghettos, or sections of
cities where Jewish people were confined. Many died from starvation,
disease, overwork, and the harsh elements. By 1941, however, German
leaders had devised plans for the “Final Solution of the Jewish problem”—the
genocide of all European Jews.

To accomplish this goal, Hitler had six special “death camps” built in
Poland. The Nazis shipped “undesirables” from all over occupied Europe
to the camps. There, Nazi engineers designed the most efficient means of
killing millions of men, women, and children.

As the prisoners reached the camps, they were stripped of their
clothes and valuables. Their heads were shaved. Guards separated men
from women and children from their parents. The young, elderly, and
sick were targeted for immediate killing. Within a few days, they were
herded into “shower rooms” and gassed. The Nazis worked others to
death or used them for perverse “medical” experiments. By 1945, the
Nazis had massacred some six million Jews in what became known as
the Holocaust. Nearly six million other people were killed as well.

Jewish people resisted the Nazis even though they knew their efforts
could not succeed. In July 1942, the Nazis began sending Polish Jews
from the Warsaw ghetto to the Treblinka death camp at a rate of about
5,000 per day. In the spring of 1943, knowing that their situation was
hopeless, the Jews took over the ghetto and used a small collection of
guns and homemade bombs to damage the Nazi forces as much as possi-
ble. On May 16, the Nazis regained control of the ghetto and eliminated
the remaining Warsaw Jews. Still, their courage has inspired many over
the years.

In some cases, friends, neighbors, or strangers protected Jews. Italian
peasants hid Jews in their villages. Denmark and Bulgaria saved almost
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Pear| Harbor

. ships sunk or damaged 19
US, aircraft destroyédw 188 Japan and the United States held talks to ease the growing tension.
T ' 2348 But extreme militarists, such as General Tojo Hideki, hoped to expand
Amerisans itjured 1109 Japan’s empire, and the United States was interfering with their plans.

SOURCE: Columbia Encyclopedia, Sixth Edition Attack on Pearl Harbor With talks at a standstill, General Tojo
ordered a surprise attack. Early on December 7, 1941, Japanese air-
fes| d 0 of planes bombed the American fleet at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii. The attack
On the sleepy Sunday i took the lives of about 2,400 people and destroyed battleships and air-
December 7, 1941, the military complex at . ) i
Pearl Harbor was suddenly jolted awake by a craft. The next day, a grim-faced President Roosevelt told the nation that
surprise attack. Planes screamed down from December 7 was “a date which will live in infamy.” He asked Congress to
the sky, dropping bombs and torpedoes. declare war on Japan. On December 11, Germany and Italy, as Japan’s

Americans were ShOCked and horl’lfled by the a]lies’ declared war on the Unlted States_
attacks. How did Pearl Harbor change the

isolationist policies of the United States? Japanese Victories In the long run, the Japanese attack on Pearl Har-
bor would be as serious a mistake as Hitler’s invasion of the Soviet
Union. But in the months after Pearl Harbor, possessions in the Pacific
fell to the Japanese one by one. The Japanese captured the Philippines
and other islands held by the United States. They overran the British
colonies of Hong Kong, Burma, and Malaya, and advanced deeper into
the Dutch East Indies and French Indochina. By 1942, the Japanese
empire stretched from Southeast Asia to the western Pacific Ocean.

December 7, 1941

v/ Checkpoint Why did Japanese leaders view the United States as
an enemy?
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* 1. For each term, person, or place listed at 3. Summarize Describe Hitler's blitzkrieg  Quick Write: Gather Information Use
the beginning of the section, write a tactics. the library and reliable Internet sources to
! sentence explaining its significance. 4. Recognize Effects Referring to the find information about Pearl Harbor. Create
Battle of Britain in 1940, Winston a source card for each book or Web site you

 Taking

Churchill said “Never in the field of use. Then create note cards to record and
¢ 2. Reading Skill: Recognize Sequence human conflict was so much owed by organize at least three pieces of information.
*  Use your completed flowchart and con- so many to so few.” What did he mean?

cept web to answer the Focus Question: 5. Recognize Ideologies Hitler translated

Which regions were attacked and occu- his hatred into a program of genocide.

pied by the Axis powers, and what was How do ethnic, racial, and religious

life like under their occupation? hatreds weaken society?
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