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r Failure of World War I peace settlement, Treaty ol

Versailles
. Global economic depression
o Fascism, militarism, and imperialism in Germany, ltaly,

and Japan
. Weakness of the League of Nations

o British and French appeasement

I The Allies vs. the Axis

As the map below shows, many countries joined the major

Axis and Allied powers in fighting the war'

Allies, July 1943

Axis Powers, Juli' 1943

Neutral CoLlniries, JulY 1943

Sept.1939
Germany invades
Poland. France and

Britain declare war
on GermanY.

I Key Causes of World War ll I Key Political Leaders

Allies
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, U'5. president

Harry S Truman, IJ'S' President
Neville Chamberlain, British prime minister

Winston Churchill, British prime minister

Joseph Stalin, Soviet dictator

Charles de Gaulle, Ieader of Free French

Axis Powers

Adolf Hitler, German dictator

Benito Mussolini, ltalian dictator

Hirohito, JaPanese emqeror

Tojo Hideki, lapanese prime minister

Reasons for Allied VictorY

Location of Germany-surrounded by enemies

Location of Japan-dependent on imported goods

Poor military decisions by Axis leaders

Huge productive capability of the United States

Better technology developed and used by Allies

T
E
E I

June-July 1940

France falls to
Germany.
Germany begins
Battle of Britain.

June 1941

Germany
invades the
Soviet Union.

Sept.1940
Japan signs

Tripartite Pact

with GermanY
and ltaly.

Dec.1941
Japan

attacks
Pearl

Harbor.

Key Events of World Wof llro''tnt.,-

Europe and Africa
The Pacific
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