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Note Taking Study Guide

THE AGE OF NAPOLEON

Focus Question: Explain Napoleon’s rise to power in Europe, his
subsequent defeat, and how the outcome still affects Europe today.

As you read this section in your textbook, complete the flowchart to list the main ideas about
Napoleon’s rise to power and his defeat.

Napoleon quickly advances through military ranks.
v v v
v v v
v v v
v v v
v v v
v v v
v v v
v v v
v v v
v v v
v v v
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READING CHECK

What was the Napoleonic Code?

VOCABULARY STRATEGY

What do you think the word
anticipate means in the under-
lined sentence? What clues can
you find in the surrounding
words and phrases? Use these
context clues to figure out the
meaning of anticipate.

READING SKILL

Identify Main ldeas Write a new

title for this section Summary to
express the main idea in another
way.

Name Class Date

Section Summary

THE AGE OF NAPOLEON

The final phase of the revolution is known as the Age of Napoleon.
When the revolution first broke out, Napoleon Bonaparte was a
young lieutenant. Battle victories fueled his ambitions and his rise
through army ranks. By 1804, Napoleon had acquired enough power
to assume the title Emperor of the French. At each step on his rise to
power, Napoleon had held a plebiscite. However, he still had
absolute power, although he was elected.

Napoleon consolidated his power by strengthening the central
government. His economic and social reforms won support across
classes. Among his most lasting reforms was the Napoleonic Code.
This new code of laws embodied Enlightenment principles of equal-
ity, religious tolerance, and the abolition of feudalism.

From 1804 to 1812, Napoleon battled the European powers and
created a vast French empire. A brilliant general, before each battle
Napoleon developed a new plan. In this way, opposing generals
could never anticipate what he would do next. He rarely lost.
Napoleon annexed the Netherlands, Belgium, and parts of Italy and
Germany to build his Grand Empire. However, Britain remained
outside Napoleon's grasp. His attempt to wage economic warfare
against Britain through the Continental System failed. Many
Europeans resented the scarcity of goods. Growing nationalism led
to resistance against French influence. In Spain, patriots waged
guerrilla warfare against the French.

In 1812, Napoleon invaded Russia with 600,000 soldiers. To
avoid battles with Napoleon, the Russians retreated, burning crops
and villages as they went. This scorched-earth policy left the French
hungry and cold. Most of the Grand Army was destroyed. Fewer
than 20,000 soldiers survived. The retreat from Moscow through the
long Russian winter shattered Napoleon’s reputation for success.

In 1815, British and Prussian forces crushed the French at the
Battle of Waterloo. Napoleon was forced to abdicate. After Waterloo,
diplomats met at the Congress of Vienna to restore stability and
order in Europe after years of revolution and war. The Congress
strived to create a lasting peace through the principle of legitimacy
and by maintaining a balance of power. Leaders also met periodically
in the Concert of Europe to discuss problems that threatened peace.

Review Questions

1. How did the French respond to Napoleon’s economic and social
reforms?

2. Why did Napoleon'’s invasion of Russia fail?

© Pearson Education, Inc., publishing as Pearson Prentice Hall. All rights reserved.

172




